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EC Incubator News 

• EC Incubator Symposium 2025:  
Our annual symposium took place in 
Bristol on 10th and 11th and was very 
successful. The event was attended 
by 68 people: 49 delegates (ACP x6, 
Doctors x19, Nurses x10, AHP x8 and 
researchers x6) and 19 faculty 
members. A huge thank you to 
everyone who attended our event. 
Hopefully see you all again next year! 

 
• New EC Incubator Blog: Frances Steele, a Specialised Foundation Doctor in 

Bristol, wrote a blog about her experience at the EC Incubator symposium. To read 
Frances’ blog ‘Reflections from the 4th NIHR Emergency Care Incubator 
Symposium’ please click here. 
 

• Collection of Demographic Data: The EC Incubator is collecting 
some demographic data to have a good idea of how diverse its current 
membership is. The EC Incubator is an invaluable community of practice for all 
people interested in emergency care research and its development. It is vital for 
the Incubator and the emergency care research community to understand the 
make-up of our membership so that we can work together to provide opportunities 
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to make our community of practice more inclusive. You are therefore invited to fill 
in and submit this form at your earliest convenience if you haven’t done so yet. 

 

Learning and Development Opportunities 

• National Survey on Health Services for Vulnerable Migrants in UK Emergency 
Departments  
St George’s Emergency Department (ED) Collaborative Research Group are 
conducting a national survey to explore healthcare services for vulnerable 
migrants in UK emergency care settings. This research seeks to better understand 
the services available, the experiences of clinicians delivering care to this 
population, and ways to improve access and quality of care. We warmly invite you 
to share your insights by completing an online survey. Your contribution is 
invaluable to shaping improvements in healthcare for vulnerable migrants in UK 
emergency care settings. 
 
Key Details: 

• For clinical leads, managers, and frontline clinicians working in EDs or other 
emergency care settings 

• The survey takes approximately 10–30 minutes to complete 
• Participation is voluntary, and all responses are anonymised 
• The deadline to participate is the 14th of December 2025 

 

     Click here to access the survey    
  
We’d also be grateful if you could share the survey with other clinical leads, 
managers, or frontline clinicians working in EDs or other emergency care settings 
who may be eligible to take part. 
  
Thank you for supporting this important research. If you have any questions, 
please contact natasha.matthews@stgeorges.nhs.uk.   

 
• NIHR leadership webinars and e-learning modules 

Click here to find out about leadership development resources to enhance the 
leadership and management skills of health and care research professionals. The 
resources cover a range of topics and will support you whether you are a new or an 
experienced leader. You can access the resources in a range of formats to suit you. 
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• Meet the NIHR Research Support Service (RSS) 
The NIHR Research Support Service provides researchers access to a national 
network of research experts who offer free, tailored advice and support to help you 
to develop your Career Development Award application. The NIHR RSS 
website provides resources on the wide range of support available and explains 
how to request support. 

 

NIHR Funding and Research Opportunities 

Please do reach out to the Incubator (ecincubator@rcem.ac.uk) if you are submitting 
applications to any of the following funding streams. Our senior faculty will be very 
happy to assist in independent review of applications, and mock interviews for personal 
awards. Deadlines for review will be 3 weeks prior to grant submission. 

• Pre-Application Support Fund (Cohort 7) 
The Pre-Application Support Fund offers extra support to prepare a competitive 
application for an NIHR career development award. It provides funding to support 
those who might not otherwise be able to apply for one of our awards. In doing so, 
the scheme aims to create more opportunities for groups and professions currently 
under-represented within NIHR. For more information click here. 
Closes 4th December 2025 at 13:00 
 

• Healthcare Professional Placement Scheme 
Calling Nurses, Midwives, Allied Health Professionals (AHPs), pharmacists, clinical 
scientists, methodologists and other healthcare professionals working in the NHS 
who would like to develop hands-on clinical research skills.  
The HRC in Emergency and Acute Care is offering you the chance to experience 
what working in research is like through short, flexible placements. Employers will 
also receive backfill funding of up to £10,000 per participant to release staff for the 
duration of the placement. For more information click here. 
Closes 8th December 2025 at 12:00.  
 

•    Research Professorships (Cohort 16) 
NIHR Research Professorships award funds research leaders of the future to 
promote effective translation of research and strengthen health, public health and 
care research leadership at the highest academic levels. For more information click 
here. 
Closes 10th December 2025 at 13:00 
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• Postdoctoral Award (Cohort 2) 
The NIHR Postdoctoral Award is aimed at anyone with a PhD or a submitted PhD 
thesis under assessment who hasn’t yet been appointed to a professorial post. This 
award provides funding to help you develop your research career across a broad 
range of postdoctoral career stages. For more information click here. 
Closes 16th December 2025 at 13:00  
 

•  Doctoral Award (Cohort 2) 
The Doctoral Award is a 3-year funding opportunity designed to support the career 
development of all health and social care professionals through PhD research. For 
more information click here. 
Closes 15th January 2026 at 13:00  
 

• NIHR James Lind Alliance Priority Setting Partnerships rolling funding 
opportunity (HSDR Programme) 
The NIHR Health and Social Care Delivery Research (HSDR) Programme is inviting 
outline applications to their commissioned workstream. Applications must address 
research priorities identified by the James Lind Alliance (JLA) Priority Setting 
Partnerships (PSP). In this funding opportunity the NIHR are looking to receive 
applications for research studies addressing JLA PSPs' research priorities, rather 
than to conduct a PSP itself. For more information please click here. 
Closes 21st January 2026 at 13:00  
 

• Team Science Award (Cohort 3) 
The Team Science Award is a development award of up to £100k per team, designed 
to support research teams to collaborate on a future application to other research 
programmes, expand their research network, and develop research capacity. For 
more information please click here. 
Closes 28th January 2026 at 13:00 
 

• Clinical Future Leaders Fellowship (Cohort 1) 
The first NIHR Clinical FLF opportunity represents a coordinated cross funder 
initiative to strengthen support for clinical academic careers, in response to the 
findings of the reports commissioned by the Office for Strategic Co-ordination of 
Health Research. It is therefore open to health and care professionals, as defined 
by NIHR, doctors and dentists. The NIHR will be looking at developing these 
opportunities to include social workers and researchers from other non-clinical 
professions. If you are a senior postdoctoral clinical academic, you can apply to 
undertake funded research and a bespoke training and leadership development 
programme. For more information please click here. 
Closes 3rd March 2026 at 13:00  
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• 2025 NIHR Academic Clinical Fellowships in Medicine 
The NIHR Academic Clinical Fellowship (ACF) is a clinical specialty training post in 
medicine that incorporates academic training. For more information click here. 
Closes 31st March 2026 at 16:00 
 

• RfPB Under-represented disciplines and specialisms: Nurses and Midwives 
2025/26 
The NIHR RfPB programme is launching a second funding call to support nurses 
and midwives at an early stage of their research careers. For more information click 
here. 
Closes 8th April 2026 at 16:00 at 13.00 
 

• 2025 Clinical Lectureships in Medicine 
NIHR CLs provide opportunities for postdoctoral research and facilitate 
applications for further research funding for doctors working towards gaining a 
certificate of completion of specialty training (CCT). For more information click 
here. 
Closes 1st September 2026 at 13:00 

 

RCEM Funding and Research Opportunities 

• Doctoral Research Fellowship 2026 
The Royal College of Emergency Medicine (RCEM) is launching the next round of 
the RCEM PhD Fellowship Scheme.  Applications are invited from all professions 
working in Emergency Medicine (EM) who are members of RCEM and wish to 
develop academically. Please note that the fellowship has now been uplifted to 
40k per year. For more information click here. 
Closes 30th January 2026 at 17:00 
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